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Dedication
For the last 35 years, Bruce Rothschild and Basil Gordon have been the main force behind
the journal. In 1970, Bruce and Basil came to the Journal of Combinatorial Theory and, together
with Theodore S. Motzkin, oversaw the birth of Series A, the ﬁrst issue of which was published
in January 1971. For the next 20 years they worked with Marshall Hall to create what is now
recognized as one of the best journals in combinatorics. Another 10 years of their increasingly
hard labor and complete dedication yielded the journal as we know it now: a journal of impeccable
reputation for its scientiﬁc merit, for its impartiality and fairness to all authors, and for the deep
respect it has for its editors and referees. Bruce and Basil remained the managing editors until
2002.
Since 2002, I have had the privilege of working with Bruce and experienced ﬁrst-hand what
everyone already knew: how remarkable and exceptional he is. In particular, without his legendary
patience and uncountable words of advice, the transition of the editorship would have been much
more difﬁcult. I will never be able to thank him enough.
While their devotion to our journal went beyond the call of duty, Bruce and Basil remained
top researchers and their contributions to combinatorics continue to be a source of inspiration to
many of us. In tribute to their mathematics, this issue contains two articles on their respective
mathematical legacies. Neil Hindman writes about “The Mathematics of Bruce Rothschild,” and
K. Alladi, G.E. Andrews, K. Ono, and R. McIntosh have written “On the Work of Basil Gordon.”
The rest of the issue is devoted to papers that we believe are a good representation of the wide
range of topics to which they contributed during their 35 years with the journal.
On behalf of all the present and past editors of the Journal of Combinatorial Theory, Series A,
it is a great honor for me to dedicate this issue to Bruce Rothschild and Basil Gordon for their
outstanding contributions to our subject and to our journal.
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